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Culinary Institute Visits Food Prep Students
A representative from the Culinary Institute of America (CIA) visited with Islip Career 
Center’s (ICC) Food Preparation/Service students, advising them on the criteria for 
admission to what is arguably one of the best culinary colleges in the nation. Additionally, 
Admissions Officer and 2008 CIA graduate Katelyn McCarthy provided a video highlighting 
the campus and offices to students in Chefs Mike Frankson and Barry Rosenthal’s classes.

Sachem CSD’s Robert Aloise offers salmon appetizers to fellow classmates.

Each year, the “Autism Speaks” Walkathon Committee chooses a new design 
for t-shirts being sold to raise donations for the organization. This year’s design 
depicts a blue ribbon decorated with 
puzzle pieces overlapping the ESBOCES 
logo. More than 350 t-shirts were ordered 
for the “Autism Speaks” Walkathon in 
October at Jones Beach State Park.
The committee wanted to maximize the 
involvement of staff and students by 

inviting everyone to participate in an 
activity that benefited autism research.

Hospitality Class Efforts Benefit Autism Speaks

Students from Josette Celiberti’s Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) Hospitality Class folded the 
t-shirts for the Walkathon. Displaying them are (left to right) Brandon P., Center Moriches USFD; 
Freddie H., Three Village CSD; Carly H., Three Village CSD; Jesse D., Connetquot CSD, and Joe F.,  
Connetquot CSD.  In this Issue...
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On 9/11 the Focus is on Helping Others 

Because an emergency can occur anytime, many 
believe children should learn the lifesaving skill of 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) in school. 
The procedure, performed on people whose hearts 
stop abruptly, manually preserves brain function 
until expert help arrives. CPR certified instructor and 
Islip Career Center (ICC) food preparation teacher 
Barry Rosenthal says, “Students involved with the 
public should learn the technique for use in the home  
and workplace.”

In addition to teaching CPR, 
Mr. Rosenthal also instructs 
students on the use of 
an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and first 
aid for choking victims.

Students and staff at the Premm Learning Center (PLC) honored the heroes and 
families of 9/11 by establishing a yearlong community project of collecting food 
to help others in need. Gathered around the school flagpole, the children passed 
a can of food to the person next to them, signifying the beginning of the project. 
Religious facilities in the area provided the names of families requesting assistance.

The staff wanted the youngsters to participate in the national observance without 
focusing on the horror of the attacks. Instead, explained Principal Carolynn Hansen, 
the community project focused on the heroes and the humanity demonstrated after 
the terrorist attacks.

Proudly waving an American flag is David C. of Bay Shore.

From the moment visitors drove up to the Jefferson 
Academic Center (JAC), they knew a special event 
introducing the new Dignity for All Students Act was on 
the agenda. There was a giant banner hanging over the 
entrance, along with two life-size stuffed bears heralding 
the event. Inside, students and staff were wearing t-shirts 
and bracelets stating, “Bullying – It doesn’t make you 
cool.” Principal Matt Matera presented a PowerPoint 
explaining the new law signed by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and a video was shown featuring a middle school 
girl speaking about “bullying not being fair.” An ice cream 
social concluded the day.
One period each week is set aside for “dignity 
discussions,” with school meetings promoting a 
community-wide atmosphere. Asked what they would 
accomplish, a student replied, “We’re going to stop 
bullying everywhere we go.”

New Law to Stop Bullying “Everywhere”

Principal Matt Matera and the Dignity Bear (aka Dennis Faherty) welcome students (left 
to right) Philip E., Comsewogue UFSD; Matthew R., Copiague UFSD; Charles C., Bay 
Shore UFSD; Antonia S., Middle Country CSD; Elijah B., Bay Shore UFSD; Zachary C., 
William Floyd UFSD, and Jordan N., Sachem CSD.

CPR Can Save Brain Function

Practicing CPR is Molly E. of the 
Rocky Point UFSD.



Students Graduate with Forklift License
Students enrolled in the Supermarket and Warehouse 
Occupations program at the Islip Career Center (ICC) have 
the opportunity to become certified forklift operators. Instructor 
Ken Abel said, “Eastern Suffolk BOCES purchased the forklift 
and I went for training. We are the only BOCES on Long Island 
that affords this opportunity. Now, in addition to learning about 
the many employment opportunities in supermarkets and 
warehouses, getting cooperative work experience and internship 
positions, they can leave the program as Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) certified forklift operators. It’s 
a great addition to the classroom experience.”
Dylan W. of Brookhaven-Comsewogue UFSD is learning how to use a forklift and 
will graduate from the Supermarket and Warehouse Occupations program with 
a forklift license.

The Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC) hosts two 
blood drives each school year. On October 16, the first blood 
drive resulted in 36 units being donated. That means over 108 
lives may be saved. According to the New York Blood Center 
just one pint of donated blood can help save as many as three 
people’s lives.
Students in Mary Ann DeMillio’s Clinical Medical Assisting 
program worked the canteen area of the blood drive. Sue 
O’Neill, RN said, “The Clinical Medical Assisting students 
helped recruit donors approximately two weeks prior to the 
blood drive. Additionally, they took turns escorting students 
who donated blood, back to their classrooms after the donors 
had some juice and cookies.”

Blood Donors Save Lives

Front row (left to right) Tiffany Fiore, Comsewogue UFSD; Crystal Pacheco, 
Brentwood UFSD; Karla Velasquez, Patchogue-Medford UFSD; back row (left to 
right) Erika Gonzalez, Brentwood UFSD; Kristy Whitehead, Patchogue-Medford 
UFSD; Santos Benitez, Brentwood UFSD; Dizhanae Allen, Patchogue-Medford 
UFSD, and Briana Johnson, Brentwood UFSD helped with the blood drive.

Team ESBOCES Walks for Autism Speaks

Members of Team Eastern Suffolk BOCES at the “Autism 
Speaks” Walk at Jones Beach State Park on October 7  
consisted of approximately 80 members made up of 

staff, family, friends, and community. Team ESBOCES 
surpassed the $10,000 fundraising goal.
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Over 100 people were in attendance at the August 8, 2012 Eastern Suffolk BOCES Strategic 
Planning Council 13th Annual Meeting held at the Suffolk County Community College Culinary 
Arts and Hospitality Center in Riverhead. Attendees included Eastern Suffolk BOCES personnel, 
parents, alumni, retirees, component school district representatives, and stakeholders from 
higher education, community organizations, government agencies, businesses, teacher centers, 
and non-profit groups.

The purpose of the meeting was to review the previous year’s accomplishments and provide 
input and feedback for the 2012-2013 Strategic Plan. Despite many of the challenges presented 
by the fiscal climate and increasing state and federal mandates, the group was impressed 
with the ability of Eastern Suffolk BOCES to accomplish so much throughout the year. To see 
the Strategic Plan Highlights: The 2011-2012 Progress Report presentation go to http://www.
esboces.org/strategic_plan.aspx.

Input from the council meeting supported the draft of the 2012-2013 Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
Strategic Plan and its alignment with the Agency’s goals and objectives for 2016.

Strategic Planning Update

Speaking at the meeting are District Superintendent Dean 
Lucera (left) and Director of the Office of Planning and 
Program Improvement Candace White-Ciraco (below), who 
organized the event. Later in the morning, breakout sessions 
were held.
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Ideas included:

 •  Add additional activities into the strategic plan related to student transition, the Dignity for 
All Students Act (DASA) and other assessments as they evolve.

 • Continue “green initiatives” both operationally and instructionally.

 • Expand in-district support for all the new mandates, systems, and requirements.

 •  Reach out to community groups and higher education institutions for increased partnerships, 
use of space, and new programs.

 •  Develop opportunities for Curriculum and Human Resources personnel to collaborate more 
on a regional basis.

 •  Explore the possibility of developing a regional database of staff who have been excessed 
so that it can be used for recruiting staff by districts who are hiring.

 •  Encourage school administrators to nominate teachers for administrative programs offered 
by the region’s higher education institutions.

 •  Continue expanding the use of the website, Facebook, Spanish translations, parent portals, 
cluster meetings, and e-publications.

 •  Continue being a regional leader on articulating the strengths and challenges of  
the districts. 

 • Build more partnerships for sharing resources.

 • Support ways for districts to functionally consolidate and share services through ESBOCES.

 •  Continue the advocacy for Long Island districts and busting the ongoing myths about Long 
Island’s wealth.

 • Forge ahead with the transition from PeopleSoft to WinCap.

 • Continue to plan with districts to help utilize tools available through technology.

Stakeholder input continues to strengthen and refine the strategic plan. Ideas and suggestions 
from the August 8th meeting were incorporated into the final draft of the plan presented to the 
ESBOCES Board and approved at the September 2012 Board Meeting.



On October 18, the first Family and Friends Dinner was hosted at the 
Harry B. Ward Career and Technical Center (WCTC) in Riverhead. 
More than 40 guests were treated to a gourmet dinner, complete with 
soup, salad, entrée, and dessert, prepared and served by students in 
the Culinary Arts program under the direction of Chef Tom Hashagen.
Chef Hashagen said the Family and Friends Dinner was designed to 
replicate a restaurant atmosphere. As the “customers” arrived, they 
were escorted to tables. There was music in the background and 
the lights were softened, as they would be in a restaurant. Deputy 
Superintendent Julie Davis Lutz attended, along with board member 
John Wyche. Dr. Lutz said, “The dinner provided an opportunity for 
the students to showcase the skills they learned in the Culinary Arts 
program to their parents, family, and friends. The decorations were 
beautiful and the food was delicious.”

The winners in the Sayville Academic Center’s (SAC) “My 
Favorite School Memory” poster contest are Paige K., Justin L.,  
Matthew W., and Julien D. Eastern Sufflok BOCES speech and 
language teacher Debra Lebel conducted the competition. She 
explained, “The poster created by the Career and Technical 
Education student Marcus Heyward for the Autism Speaks 
Walkathon prompted me to have a school-wide contest here at 
SAC to highlight autism awareness. The students were asked to 
visually present a school memory.”
The four winners received a gift certificate to Friendly’s and a 
pizza party in their classroom.

Culinary Arts students (left to right) Nicholas T., Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD, and 
Sebastian A., Westhampton Beach USFD place icing on the apple crumb pie.

Pictured (left to right) are Paige K., Sayville UFSD; para-educator Amanda 
Haase; Justin L., Longwood CSD, and Matthew W., East Islip UFSD; Speech 
and Language teacher Debra Lebel, and Julien D., Brentwood UFSD.

The Family and Friends Dinner

My Favorite School Memory Poster Contest

What could be more fun than going on hayrides, wearing 
painted orange pumpkin shirts, eating orange snacks, 
learning how to weigh, measure, and decorate pumpkins, 
and counting and tasting the seeds? The answer shouted 
by preschoolers at the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center  
(MTC) in Oakdale was “Nothing. This is the best.” The 
children are in Lisa Havekotte’s Early Childhood Education 
class where Eastern Suffolk BOCES high school juniors 
and seniors begin their training as future elementary  
school teachers.

Pumpkin Play with Lessons

Having fun in a pumpkin patch are Julia W. and Paityn D., both from 
Oakdale, and Giovanna B. of Ronkonkoma. In the background is 
Matthew D. of Sayville.
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Among those in attendance are (left to right) Trevor Busch and 
Andrew Rubino, seniors, Southold UFSD; Roy Lebkuecher, junior, 
Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD, and Jeffrey Laymon, junior, Southold 
UFSD. All four are in the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) and ESBOCES Aviation/Professional Pilot program.

On the 11th anniversary of the terrorist attacks, 
Suffolk Aviation Academy (SAA) students and staff 
held a ceremony to remember and honor the heroes 
and families of 9/11. Program Administrator for CTE 
and Transitional Services Janet Kiley presented 
them with a challenge. She told them that following 
that horrific day, some good was evident, “Strangers 
spoke to one another, and people showed kindness 
toward each other.” She asked that everyone show an 
act of kindness every day, adding, “While it is easy to 
do something good for someone you appreciate, the 
real challenge is in doing something nice for someone 
you don’t particularly like.” Ms. Kiley’s hope is that 
students do their part to restore the niceness that was 
widespread directly following the attacks in 2001.

A Challenge in Honor of 9/11

The Basic Business Office Technology class at H.B. Ward Career 
and Technical Center (WCTC) in Riverhead is participating in 
a yearlong student internship with the Computer Technology 
class at Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport. The 
business students are learning identification of computer 
hardware components and software applications from computer 
technology students in Giovanni Chiarelli’s class at BTC. 
Business Education teacher Virginia Rios said, “This is an 
outstanding educational experience in learning skills related 
to the computer repair industry. It’s a win-win situation for  
both classes.”
The Computer 
Technology course 
provides students 
wi th pract ical 
experiences and 
related theory 
leading to an 
entry-level position 
as a computer 
repair technician.

Students in Separate Buildings 
Learn Together

Working together are 
(left to right) Connetquot 
CSD senior Burton 
DiFliglia from Computer 
Technology and Mount 
Sinai UFSD freshman 
James Lownds from 
Basic Business Office 
Technology.
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Families that consider a good education 
to be a high priority for their children and 
stress that their future careers depend on it 
are encouraging good attendance in school. 
Those students depend on their teachers 
to have good attendance as well, just as 
the business of education relies on its staff. 
To acknowledge employees with perfect 
attendance, the agency presented them 
with a 2011-2012 Certificate of Outstanding 
Attendance, signed by Board President 
Lisa Israel, District Superintendent Dean 
Lucera, and Chief Operating Officer Gary 
Bixhorn. The staff members also received 
commemorative lapel pins.

Pleased with their recognition are Premm Learning Center’s (PLC) employees honored for  
perfect attendance.

Celebrating Perfect Attendance
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Pink for Hope

Marking Unity Day

Pink is for hope and at the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center 
(MTC), cosmetology students were raising funds by applying 
pink hair extensions, glitter tattoos, and pink, purple, and/or blue 
eyelash extensions. October is National Breast Cancer Awareness 
month and mothers, grandmothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, and 
yes, men too, participated in the fundraising for breast cancer 
research and treatment. The students and staff invited the public 
to help them raise awareness by visiting the cosmetology class. 
Hair extensions of real hair dyed pink were applied for $10 each; 
glitter tattoos, $5 for a small one and $8 for a larger design; and 
eyelash extensions for $2 each. All monies raised benefited the 
American Cancer Society.

Wearing orange, Sayville Academic Center (SAC) students and 
staff showed oneness against bullying during National Unity Day  
on October 10. Everyone was treated to a colorful pancake breakfast 
prepared by Principal Michelle Carpenter, Assistant Principal  
Sara Wainwright, and Curriculum Teacher Kathy Martin. The pancakes 
were colored to emulate the Six Pillars of Character Education.  
They were red (caring), yellow (respect), green (trustworthiness), 
purple (citizenship), orange (fairness), and blue (responsibility).  
The pillars are displayed in the hallway to remind everyone that good 
character counts.
After breakfast, an “Anti-Bullying on the Bus” skit was performed 
and students wrote their names on the “Path to Dignity” under 
statements like, “We will include students who are left out.” The “Path 
to Dignity” is located in the school cafeteria. The mural, designed by 
Paraeducator Amanda Haase, depicts a brick path leading to a red 
school house aptly named the School of Kindness. Students who 
are spotted doing random acts of kindness will have their picture and 
name placed in the School of Kindness, also designed by Ms. Haase.

Islip UFSD student 
Matthew W. enjoyed 
yellow and green respect 
and trustworthiness 
pancakes.

School counselors 
provide a skit about 
preventing bullying 
on a school bus.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

 District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
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Pamela Betheil 
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Susan Lipman
Joseph LoSchiavo
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William K. Miller
Jeffrey Smith
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Vice President
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Fred Langstaff

President
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Cosmetology student and Connetquot CSD junior Jessica Alix (right) applies a pink 
ribbon glitter tattoo to visitor Christine Montalbano.


